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JOHN ARMLEDER  
 
RCHX 
 
Massimo De Carlo London is pleased to present RCHX a new solo exhibition by John Armleder.  
In his practice John Armleder plays with the humour, irony and inventiveness that characterised the 
Fluxus movement. The artist’s universe takes shape through canvases and installations that create a 
whimsical and glittering atmosphere, questioning the boundaries between art and design, figuration 
and abstraction.  
 
RCHX, which occupies all three floors of the gallery, is composed of a new series of works created 
specifically for this exhibition, that are part of Armleder’s iconic series such as the Pour Paintings, 
Puddle Paintings and Furniture Sculptures, all commenced in the late eighties.  
 
In the large scale Pour Paintings the artist pours paint vertically down the canvas, using chance and 
the force of gravity as allies. The results of the paint pouring downward are casual compositions of 
colours and shapes, of different gradients and shades that leave the viewer freedom to decode and 
interpret what they see. The pour paintings are either shown alone or juxtaposed, with recurring 
wallpaper motifs on canvas such as the eerie looking cat or with a different canvas as if the work was 
split in half.  
 
On the ground floor the viewer is confronted with one of John Armleder’s Furniture Sculptures, 
composed of three electric guitars (a recurring presence in the Furniture Sculpture series) and two 
pale-coloured paintings that resemble glass coasters. Each furniture sculpture combines objects with 
canvases, initiating a reflection on the notions of spatiality and object hood: here is the sublime of 
abstract painting with the rigorous poverty of Fluxus. 
 
In the Puddle Paintings, which in RCHX vary from large to smaller scale canvases, dense threads of 
different colours of paint trap bizarre objects (such as small light bulbs, fridge magnets and ear 
plugs) together with decorations like flower petals, plants, and bits of garlands. The puddle 
paintings are the surprise result of daring combinations of chemicals and paints: each mixture 
creating unexpected results and coloured bubbles of paint and glitter that capture and confine the 
scattered objects on the canvas. The slathered surfaces and exploded bubbles confer to the canvas 
the murky and wild aspect of the bed of a river or a lake: are they poisonous contaminations or 
shrines to the shimmer of consumerism?  
 
As in John Armleder’s practice, each work in RCHX becomes part of an ever-changing yet habitual 
narrative, which is hard to define yet unique, light-hearted yet demanding. The kitsch and the 
experimental, the unconventional and the severe are all present in each of these works: every canvas 
is a journey into a dazzling universe, that doesn’t ask for intangible approval or interpretation but 
invites the viewer to lightly connect the thin, buoyant and poignant threads that tether us to the 
earth.  
 
On the occasion of RCHX, works by John Armleder will also be on show at the Mayfair gallery and 
Richoux Café, both across the road from the gallery.  
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JOHN ARMLEDER  
 
John Armleder was born in Geneva in 1948. He lives and works in Geneva. John Armleder has had 
solo exhibitions in prestigious institutions such as: Istituto Svizzero di Roma, Rome (2017); 
Museion, Bolzano, Italy (2016); Consortium of Dijon, France (2014), Dairy Art Centre, London 
(2013); Swiss Institute, New York, USA (2012) Peggy Guggenheim Collection, Venice, Italy (2011); 
Palais de Tokyo, Paris, France (2011); Kunstmuseum, Sankt-Gallen, Switzerland (2010).  Selected 
group shows include: Récit d'un temps court, MAMCO, Geneva, CH (2016); Biennale de l'image en 
mouvement 2016, Centre d'Art Contemporain Genève, Geneva, CH (2016); Accrochage, Musée 
d’Art Moderne et Contemporain, Strasbourg, F (2015); Don't Shoot The Painter, GAM, Milano, I 
(2015); Food: Produire, Manger, Consommer; Musée des civilisations de l’Europe et de la 
Méditerranée, Marseilles, F (2014); Abstract Generation: Now in Print, MoMA, New York, USA 
(2013); The System of Objects, The Dakis Joannou Collection, DESTE Foundation for 
Contemporary Art, Athens, GR (2013); Neon - Who's afraid of red, yellow and blue?, La Maison 
Rouge, Antoine de Galbert Foundation, Paris, F (2012).  
	
 
Hard Facts:  
Massimo De Carlo, London 
55 South Audley Street  
London W1K 2QH  
From June 7th, 2017 until July 8th, 2017 
Open Tuesday to Saturday, 10:00am – 6.00pm  
Opening:  Tuesday 6th of June 2017, 6.00 to 8.00 pm  
 
For further information and materials:  
Press Office, Massimo De Carlo  
 T. +44 (0) 2072872005 - T. +39 02 70003987 
press@massimodecarlo.com  
www.massimodecarlo.com 
Twitter: mdcgallery 
Intagram: massimodecarlogallery 
	


