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Sweet Gene 
directed by Duccio Fabbri 
 
Curated by Milovan Farronato 
 
A presentation of the documentary about Marco Papa’s project Dancing on the Verge 
 
From October 8 through 11, 2003 
From Tuesday through Saturday, from 3pm to 7 pm 
 
Dancing on the Verge is a work in progress that will come to a close with an installation and performance: a film 
set, a location in continuous transformation and redefinition within which the famous icon from the television 
series Fame, Gene Anthony Ray, alias Leroy Johnson, will execute a series of performances. Installation, painting, 
and what seems to be a sculpture, all of which will be captured by a crew present at all the performances. The 
realized video will work as both the synthesis and fulfillment of a complete work, capable of involving different 
media around the focus of a single project. The set within which the actor is called upon to present himself is a 
huge trompe l'oeil, a site that is entirely painted with pencils and pigments in bright colors, a fictive setting that 
is capable of tricking the verisimilitude of reality itself. The work reflects upon the boundaries between reality and 
fiction, art and theater, and poses the question as to whether art can really offer the possibility of resuscitating a 
lost talent.  
 
Sweet Gene documents the stages and phases into which the project is divided, highlighting the challenge that a 
group of people decided to face in order to recuperate a talent that had fallen by the wayside: to bring back, for 
at least a day, the actor to the real character, Leroy to Gene. The documentary explores the status of celebrity 
focusing on those that, through luck and talent, succeed in attaining stardom fairly rapidly, only to lose it with 
similar rapidity.  
 
An objective eye reviews the ups and down of an individual whose life was marked by the cathode tube. 
Television created him, celebrated him, and then finally spat him out. Sweet Gene reveals the other events in this 
“inside and outside” of the TV screen, bringing back to us, the viewers of the 80s, through the viewing and 
history of a known character, the visual and sound iconography of the American 60s. Ray projects both 
enormous talent as well as an emotional precariousness, and, above all, the strength needed to turn back  to 
himself, abandoning the invented character—recreated on his skin—that conditioned his existence. Looking at 
him today one sees a man searching for a lost and imprisoned image—that of Leroy—but with the challenge of 
confronting it, to go back to being the king, if only for one night.   
 
At the VIAFARINI space, from October 8, the entire project will be presented, with an exhibit of the drawings and 
an installation that reviews the prototypes for the Dancing on the Verge. Also on show will be a trailer for Sweet 
Gene in which some of the initial fragments of the even will be transmitted. 
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